
The Old Rugged Cross
(AGW Vol 3 No 1)

About the music . . .

Methodist evangelist George Bennard wrote this hymn in 1913. It is reported to be the most 
popular gospel song of the 20th century. An interesting footnote: Rev. Bennard composed this tune 
on his guitar.

I later rearranged and rerecorded The Old Rugged Cross for my Hymns for Fingerstyle Guitar 
book/CD set (Alfred Publications).

Performance notes . . .

I usually play the opening section rubato, with a good bit of vibrato. Don’t rush, and try for as 
much feeling as possible. Take a breath just before that diminished chord in measure 16.

At measure 33, I play the melody with a three-finger tremolo (p, i, m) that sounds in triplets. The 
thumb plays the bass note, and the index and middle fingers follow with the tremolo on the melody 
note. Listen closely to the recording to get the idea.

If you wish, you can omit the tremolo, and play the melody as you normally would. I’ll demonstrate 
both techniques on the recording- the music is notated to allow you to play it either way.

About the recording . . .

I used a Takamine C-126 classical equipped with a Baggs saddle pickup.
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